Botulinum toxin A induced protective ptosis.
Botulinum Toxin A injected into the levator palpebrae superioris produces a flaccid ptosis of the upper lid and provides a safe and effective protection for the cornea to aid healing in indolent ulceration or as prophylaxis when there is fifth or seventh cranial nerve damage. Fifteen patients have received this treatment. Levator paresis, producing ptosis for a mean of 2-3 weeks and recovering in a mean of 8.1 weeks was successfully produced in all patients and complete corneal healing was produced in 80% of patients. The major side effect was weakness of the superior rectus muscle which occurred in 80% of cases and lasted a mean of 6 weeks.